
Landscape Library 2 -  
invitation for artists/writers/ 
composers/researchers and  
architects
P.A.I.R. (Portable Artist in Residence), 2014

We invite you to stay in the P.A.I.R. and enjoy our residence 
and it’s environment in exchange for a book about land-
scape. Depending on the quality and price of the book we 
agree on one or more days and nights. And of course you 
take care that the next guest can enjoy his or her stay as well. 

Budget: none

A short history about the PAIR residence to explain our current invitation.
The P.A.I.R. (Portable Artist in Residence) is the residency project of PeerGrouP: 
the side-specific theatre group in the North of the Netherlands. The P.A.I.R.-
project promotes artistic social commitment while focusing on humans and 
their surroundings. It offers artists the opportunity to dig themselves into local 
life at different locations in the northern provinces in the Netherlands. The art-
ists are expected to relate to the local inhabitants and to involve them, to seek 
out links with scientists, historians and/or writers. The end result of a stay in 
the P.A.I.R. can take any form the resident feels is suitable: it doesn’t have to be 
a physical art object. The artist’s stay is meant to contribute to the artist’s and 
the P.A.I.R. it’s creative development. 

In 2009 we started the PAIR program with the theme ‘Landscape and Memory’, 
inspired by the book with this title by Simon Schama. And was basically about 
starting a residence project that was looking outside. Looking at a broad hori-
zon, investigating, learning and reading our surroundings. Following themes 
were chorography (physical history in the landscape), knowledge and location. 
In the past five years, the PeerGrouP realized three P.A.I.R.-projects every year. 
So far seventeen artists, among them Matthew Mazzotta (Boston, US), video 
and theatre artist Paul Wiersbinski (Germany) and painter Blas Isasi Gutterriez 
(Peru), have participated, each drawing in dozens of other people. 
Last year we did a program around the theme ‘Landscape Library’, to strive for 
a visual/audible and readable library as the next step towards a deeper under-
standing of what a landscape means to the people living there. 
We will publish a book about it this spring. All the work created by the artists 
has become part of the P.A.I.R. residence. And can be seen and studied here. 
But we also noticed that we are not ready yet to make the next step in the pro-
gram and first have to continue the library theme.
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PeerGrouP
The P.A.I.R. is part of the PeerGrouP, a theatre group that specializes in site-
specific theatre in the northern provinces of the Netherlands. The PeerGrouP 
consists of a lively mix of theatre makers and artists who are inspired by the 
landscape, the location and the local inhabitants. The quality of food, ecology, 
practical knowledge of the landscape, community spirit and the supply of en-
ergy are recurring themes within the PeerGrouP projects.

Location adress P.A.I.R. 2014:  
Donderboerkamp, Norgerweg 219, 9497 TC Donderen 

Location description Donderboerkamp
After World War II, under threat of the Cold War, munition depots were estab-
lished at different locations in the Netherlands. The largest major depot was 
build in the north, in the village of Veenhuizen. In the same region there were 
minor depots near Donderen,  Nieuw-Balinge, Oudemolen en Ruinen. The 
stores that were laid in were not exclusively of a military nature. At a time when 
a communist attack on Western Europe was something to be prepared for, not 
only ammunition was stocked but things as varied as toothbrushes, emergency 
rations and blankets. 

After the Iron Curtain was ripped open and the Berlin Wall was torn down in 
1989, the Cold War had come to an end and the majority of these munition de-
pots went out of use, except for the occasional storage of confiscated fireworks. 

The depots and surrounding grounds have for the most part been put to new 
use. Since January 2011 the former depot near the village of Donderen has 
served the PeerGrouP as operating base for their site-specific theatre projects. 
The PeerGrouP shares the grounds with care farm Peest. The site, with the 
neighbouring farms is popularly called ‘Donderboerkamp’.

Accommodation
Two containers. Suitable for all kind of work. Two beds, woodstove, tools 
and books, small kitchen and a beautiful balcony. It must be stressed that the 
P.A.I.R. is not only a workshop but also place of residence. You will be living in 
the P.A.I.R. and be responsible for the accommodation and its surroundings. Be 
a good host to any visitors.

Participation
Send us your suggestion for a book you want to give and a possible date you 
would like to stay in the P.A.I.R. Of course you can lengthen your stay by giving 
more books. We prefer postcards above e-mail.

Address: Henry J.Alles, Norgerweg 219, 9497 TC Donderen
E-mail: henry@peergroup.nl

PeerGrouP takes care of the technical maintenance of the P.A.I.R. 
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